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MINUTES OF THE SALEM TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING HELD JANUARY 14, 2025 

 
 
 
Members Present:  Jim Pitsch - Supervisor, Renee Busscher - Clerk, Ashley Brower – Treasurer, Dan Striegle – Trustee, Don 

Sebright – Trustee 
Also preset:    Craig VanBeek – County Commissioner, Dan Kipen –Firechief, Lisa Vandebunte – Library Director  
Absent:   n/a 
  
Meeting was called to order by Jim Pitsch at 7:00PM          
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Reading of previous board meeting Minutes and Bills, if no additions or corrections Minutes and Bills were approved and paid by 
consent.  
   
County Road Commissioner: n/a  
County Commissioner: Craig VanBeek presented. He plans to come to Salem Township meetings every 3 months. Will be rotating his 
townships. He will send an email update on the months he is not present. Last Thursday, the commissioners had an organizational 
meeting to establish new chair. Sirens were recently tested, all but two sounded. 123Net is behind anticipated schedule. 
Commissioners looking to see updated, realistic timeline. Commissioners looking to establish ground water plan- Overisel Township 
had test well that didn’t produce. Wants to make sure that as we grow, we have supporting aquafers. Watched new judge, Jipp, get 
sworn in. Excited that new judge can help with backlogged cases.  
 
Comments from Commissions & Departments of: 

- Zoning: incident/violation letters from PCI 
- Planning: Site plan review for Wolverine Power  
- Fire: Dan Kipen presented. See attached report 
- Ambulance: Yankee Springs no longer participating, the remaining members will have to pick up costs.  
- Library: Lisa Vandebunte presented, see attached paper. Check out Library webpage for all information 

https://salemtownshiplibrary.org/  
- Parks Planning: Park grant was approved. Awaiting next steps. Supervisor hoping we can look into applying for another 

to do park maintenance 
- ARPA Funding: funds are allocated. Can remove. 
- Roads: n/a 

 
Public Comment:  
 Questions regarding wells, farmer use, pumping, and nitrates.  

 
Old Business:  
 n/a 
New Business: 

1. Sandy Pines Storm Shelter Procurement for General Contractor and Timeline: 
 Moved by Dan Striegle to grant permission to move forward when we receive lawyer’s OK, seconded by 
Don Sebright 

   Discussion: timeline was created, but procurement not sent. Need Lawyer review.  
   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

2. Salem Township Parks Grant Procurement for Engineer to oversee Grant Process: 
 Moved by Ashley Brower, seconded by Dan Striegle 

Discussion: Williams and Works is already planning of record, looking to move forward with them as 
engineer  

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

3. Hire Firm to Apply for a Salem Township Parks Grant to request Funding for Maintenance Projects in the Park: 
 Moved by Renee Busscher to receive quote from Williams and Works, seconded by Don Sebright 
 Discussion: to enter discussion to see about acquiring a grant 
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 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

4. Appointments to Salem Township Boards and Commissions: 
 Moved by Ashley Brower for Planning, Board of Review, and Zoning Board of Appeals, seconded by Dan 
Striegle 

   Discussion: n/a   
   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
5. Allegan County Legal Assistance Center contract and Invoice: 

 Postponed until February Meeting 
 

6. Computer Purchase for Elections and Office  
 Moved by Dan Striegle, seconded by Don Sebright 
 Discussion: computers need to be able to run Windows 11 for elections and in office, a few are out of 
date. There is grant available for election related computer purchases.  
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

7. Amendments to the Solar Ordinance:  
 Postponed until February Meeting  
 

8. Dust Control for Salem Township Roads:  
 Moved by Don Sebright, seconded by Ashley Brower 
 Discussion: 3 locations, Monterrey doesn’t pay, Dorr pays half, Jamestown does not pay either  
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

9. Approve Jason Miller as Sergeant for Fire Department:  
 Moved by Renee Busscher, seconded by Don Sebright 
 Discussion: n/a  
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
Public Comment:  
 Question regarding pole barn that was being built without permits and notices from PCI.  
 
Adjournment:     
 Moved by Ashley Brower, seconded by Renee Busscher to adjourn meeting at 8:05 PM 
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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