
  
MINUTES OF THE SALEM TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING HELD AUGUST 13, 2024 

 
 
Meeting was called to order by Jim Pitsch at 7:00PM          
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Members Present:  Jim Pitsch - Supervisor, Renee Busscher - Clerk, Dan Striegle – Trustee, Don Sebright – Trustee 
Also preset:    Jim Storey – District 1 County Commissioner; Dan Kipen – Salem Township Fire Chief; Lisa Vandebunte – 

Library Director 
Absent:   Ashley Brower - Treasurer 
  
Reading of previous board meeting Minutes and Bills, if no additions or corrections Minutes and Bills were approved and paid by 
consent.  
   
Public Comment:  Question about 34th and 24th Streets.    
 
County Road Commissioner: n/a  
County Commissioner: Jim Storey Presented. Remarks about Dean Kapenga, remembering his life and deeds. Commissioners need 
to appoint a successor before 9/4/24. Countywide proposals passed on ballot in August Primary. Commissioners are trying to get a 
bike path approved in the Allegan State Game Land area. Adopted a resolution regarding working on emergency sirens.  
 
Comments from Commissions & Departments of: 

- Zoning: no changes 
- Planning: special use application for Mulder Request was denied as it failed finding of facts. Zoning Board of Appeals 

met and denied a special use variance for building built incorrectly without permits.  
- Fire: Dan Kipen presented. See attached report 
- Ambulance: no changes  
- Library: Lisa Vandebunte presented. Check out Library webpage for all information https://salemtownshiplibrary.org/  
- Parks Planning: no decisions made on the grant yet  
- ARPA Funding: no change 
- Roads: road millage on August Primary ballot did not pass. Submitted ballot language to try again in November General 

Election 
 
Old Business: n/a 
  
New Business: 

1. Hall Rental Charges 
 Moved by Dan Striegle to accept the payment table as presented, seconded by Renee Busscher 

   Discussion: rates effective 9/1/24 
   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
2. Award Peer Review Architect Engineer for FEMA Storm Shelter/CC#1 at Sandy Pines to Innovative Design PC 

 Moved by Don Sebright, seconded by Renee Busscher 
   Discussion: Innovative Design PC did the last peer review for the storm shelter  

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

3. Secure Advantage Firewall from Corporate Technologies 
 Postponed 
 

4. Street Lighting 
 Postponed  
 

 5. Approval of the Salem Township Master Plan as recommended by the Salem Township Planning Commission 
 Moved by Don Sebright, seconded by Renee Busscher 

   Discussion: n/a  
   ROLL CALL VOTE: all ayes 
 

6. With the loss of Salem Township Road Millage, should we continue to work on 24th Street? 
 Moved by Dan Striegle to continue with improvements, seconded by Don Sebright 

   Discussion: focus on improvements, wait to see cost and if millage passes before agreeing to repave   



   Board can pass 1 mill towards tax collection, currently Salem is one of the few or only township in Allegan  
   that doesn’t have the township assessment value, may need to be levied if road millage doesn’t pass 

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

7. Salem Township Fire Department: End Probationary Period for Levi Walters 
 Moved by Dan Striegle, seconded by Renee Busscher 

   Discussion: n/a  
   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  
Public Comment: 
 Discussed primary election, seemed to go well. Talk about gutters and water leak in building.    
 
Adjournment:     
 Moved by Renee Busscher, seconded by Dan Striegle to adjourn meeting at 7:48 PM 
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 



 


