
  
MINUTES OF THE SALEM TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING HELD JUNE 13, 2024 

 
 
Meeting was called to order by Jim Pitsch at 7:00PM          
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Members Present:  Jim Pitsch - Supervisor,   Renee Busscher - Clerk, Dan Striegle – Trustee, Don Sebright - Trustee 
Also preset:    Storey – District 1 County Commissioner; Dan Kipen – Salem Township Fire Chief; Lisa Vandebunte – 

Library Director; Judge Bakker – 48th Circuit Court; Elizabeth Peterson – running for 48th Circuit Court new judge 
position; Sheriff Frank Baker – running again for Allegan County Sheriff; Mike Villar – running for Allegan County 
Prosecutor; Judge Buck – Chief Probate Judge; Alice Bernal – running for 48th Circuit Court new judge position 

Absent:   Ashley Brower – Treasurer 
  
Reading of previous board meeting Minutes and Bills, if no additions or corrections Minutes and Bills were approved and paid by 
consent.  
   
Public Comment:  Judge Bakker introduced Elizabeth Peterson and gave her endorsement. Elizabeth Peterson presented her 
campaign. Sheriff Frank Baker presented his campaign. Mike Villar presented his campaign. Judge Buck endorsed Alice Bernal. Alice 
Bernal presented her campaign.   
 
There was concern over engine braking. Supervisor spoke with two companies to remind of no engine braking and residents have 
seen decrease. Public had questions over signage for no engine braking. 
 
County Road Commissioner: n/a  
County Commissioner: Jim Storey Presented. Health Department gave report to Board of Commissioners. On May 24, met with 
Saugatuck to see about securing funding for Lakeshore Dr road wash out repair. In the Allegan Court house, a time capsule from 
1960 in the cornerstone of the building was opened. They plan to make another one to put in new building. Talked about opening up 
50k acre game land.  
 
Comments from Commissions & Departments of: 

- Zoning: complaint about blight, has been turned over to PCI  
- Planning: postponed master plan, wanted to see highlight of changes made. An application for special use was denied 

de to already having twice the legal allowance. They are also working on an ordinance audit 
- Fire: Dan Kipen presented. See attached report 
- Ambulance: no changes from May board meeting    
- Library: Lisa Vandebunte presented. Salem is top in circulation, discussed events that were held and future events. 

Check out Library webpage for all information https://salemtownshiplibrary.org/  
- Parks Planning: awaiting decision on DNR grant    
- ARPA Funding: ARPA spending to be used on parks 
- Roads: no new information  

 
Old Business:  

1. Salem Township Master Plan 
Postponed, waiting on approval from Planning Commission   

  
New Business: 

1. Salem Township Flee Market rules 
Moved by Don Sebright, seconded by Dan Striegle   

 Rules will be posted on township site  
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

2. Request for Approval of Transfer of Control by 123Net: 
 Moved by Renee Busscher, seconded by Dan Striegle 

   Discussion: n/a  
   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

3. Street Lighting request 
 Postponed 

   Discussion: There was a request to add lighting to 27th Street and 142nd Ave intersection, Supervisor to 
assess if needed elsewhere also  



    
 

4.  Amend Salem Township Cemetery Ordinance and Rules: (Add signage to new cemetery) 
 Postponed until July meeting 

 
5.   Hall Rental Charges 

   Postponed until July meeting    
  

Public Comment: 
 Discussion on 142nd and 26th intersection visibility.   
 
Adjournment:     
 Moved by Don Sebright, seconded by Renee Busscher to adjourn meeting at 8:14 PM 
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


