
  
MINUTES OF THE SALEM TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING HELD MAY 14, 2024 

 
 
Meeting was called to order by Jim Pitsch at 7:00PM          
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Members Present:  Jim Pitsch - Supervisor,   Renee Busscher - Clerk,   Ashley Brower – Treasurer, Dan Striegle – Trustee, Don 

Sebright - Trustee 
Also preset:    Roger Smith – Flea Market Manager; Jim Storey – District 1 County Commissioner; Dan Kipen – Salem 

Township Fire Chief; Lisa Vandebunte – Library Director; Craig VanBeek – running for county commissioner  
Absent:   n/a 
  
Reading of previous board meeting Minutes and Bills, if no additions or corrections Minutes and Bills were approved and paid by 
consent.  
   
Public Comment: concern mentioned over engine braking on 142nd Ave. Craig Van Beek introduced himself as candidate for county 
commissioner.  
 
County Road Commissioner: n/a  
County Commissioner: Jim Storey Presented. Discussed two items that will appear on ballot: 1) 1 mil road renewal. This has 
remained the same since 1998. 2) 911 phone charge of $3per phone  
 
Comments from Commissions & Departments of: 
Zoning: n/a  
Planning: postponed master plan. Reviewed Top Grade Sand Mine. A rep from Top Grade came and met with planning commission. 
They are looking to wrap things up. Will come back to meet with them in 2026.  
Fire: see attached report 
Ambulance: both ambulances are having motor problems. One at a Ford dealership waiting to be worked on. Will be trying a Chevy 
engine on one instead.      
Library: Lisa Vandebunte presented. Salem is top in circulation, discussed events that were held and future events. Check out Library 
webpage for all information https://salemtownshiplibrary.org/  
Parks Planning: grant for the park has been submitted to DNR    
ARPA Funding: treasurer submitted our ARPA spending plan 
Roads: Supervisor would like ruts on 26th and 146th fixed  
 
Old Business: n/a  
  
New Business: 

1. Memorandum of Agreement between Sandy Pines and Salem Township: For Salem Township and Sandy Pines 
Wilderness Trails Inc. FEMA Grant EMC-2022-BR-021-0002 for Safe Room (2022)  
 Approved last meeting, Supervisor already signed for this 

2. Advertise for Procurement Proceedings for Architectural Engineer: 
For Salem Township and Sandy Pines Wilderness Trails Inc. FEMA Grant EMC-2022-BR-021-
0002 for Safe Room (2022):  

 Moved by Dan Striegle, seconded by Don Sebright 
   Discussion: n/a  

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

3. Advertise for Procurement Proceedings for Peer Review Architectural Engineer:  
For Salem Township and Sandy Pines Wilderness Trails Inc. FEMA Grant EMC-2022-BR-021-
0002 for Safe Room (2022) 

 Moved by Dan Striegle, seconded by Don Sebright 
   Discussion: n/a  

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

4.  Allegan County Pictometry/Eagle’s View:  ($3,762.00) or ($1,254.00 X 3) 
 Moved by Renee Busscher for 1254 for 3 years, seconded by Ashley Brower 

   Discussion: 1254 easier for budgeting 
   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 



5.   Salem Township master Plan Review: (Postpone until the June Mtg. for review of Supervisors questions  
   Discussion: planning have to approve their review first 
    

6. Top Grade Sand Mine Site Renewal: (Pending PC and Attorney Review) 
  Discussion: permit is not expiring until 2026. Lori from PCI has met with someone who wants to develop it    
when it is done.   

 
7. Amend Salem Township Cemetery Ordinance and Rules: (Add Signage to New Cemetery) 

   Discussion: postponed, need to clarify name and sections before signage and update ordinance 
 

8. 2025 Flea Market Dates 
 Motioned by Ashley Brower to approve dates, seconded by Renee Busscher  
 Discussion: may need to increase hall rental prices slightly to keep up with cleaning costs after flea market 
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  

Public Comment: 
 Rep from Sandy Pines thanking for approving grants to keep residents safe  
 Board set 2 budget workshop dates 
 
Adjournment:     
 Moved by Ashley Brower, seconded by Don Sebright to adjourn meeting at 8:06 PM 
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

    
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 


